MAY 2010

North Kingstown United Methodist Church
450 Boston Neck Road
North Kingstown, Rhode Island 02852
401-294-9293
E-mail: church@nkumc.necoxmail.com
Website: http://nkumcri.com
Rev. Lorene E. Eldredge, Pastor

OCEAN STATE
CHILDREN’S CHOIR®

Directed by Paul M. Mancini, Sr.

Benefit for
YOUTH MISSION TRIP
Saturday, May 8
1 PM

Enjoy the music of John Rutter,
Mark Patterson, Johann S. Bach
and others

“Awakening the artistry in every child!”
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O blessed Spring, where Word and sign
embrace us into Christ the vine:

here Christ enjoins each one to be

a branch of this life-giving Tree.
-Susan Palo Cherwien TFWS #2076
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MAY CALENDAR
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Grace NOteS by Rev. Lori Eldredge

On Easter Sunday one of our dinner guests asked if he could speak before | said grace. As he spoke, he tolc
how appreciative he and those he spoke for were for all the churches patrticipating in providing the communit;
lunches. They were especially appative of everyone who gave up dinner at home to provide and serve the

Easter dinner to those without a place, or means, to eat. Tears came to my eyes, and inside | was so glad th:

many from our congregation were present to hear him expressthatappré i on. We di dnodt
was nice to hear, and to know that Christ is at work through our witness. It reminded me of James who wrote
AFaith by i1tself, i f it has no worKks, i's dead. A

James believed that faith always accompaniegsvon faith we trust and act for the good of the Kingdom.

[This was the theme of our confirmation retreat.] Much of this involves a degree of risk. As Christians we are
expected to risk, putting a mature faith to work for thedoam. As mature Christian we ar e open
bl essing, and realize that people, relationships
community we encourage one another, discerning G
community,we serve together as a team, putting ego and self aside. We serve with a spirit of unity, patience,
acceptance, and kindness; and we do not measure success by results but by our faithfulness. As adults we h
seen the results of faith in action; andtbersi pt ur es encour age us to tell
faithfulness to humankind.

In recent days we have been tested. The heavy rains that began on Palm Sunday left many devastated, man
struggling to save their homes, their businesses, asdfuficant personal items. | have heard from several
parishioners who selflessly joined in helping neighbors, removing water from basements, providing the Easte
dinner to people homeless or without the means, providing firewood when homes lost pbhveataand all

have served out of their faith and love of God setting their own difficulties aside. We have been in mission in
our own home town and our neighbors have seen the light of Christ!! | am encouraged by your faithfulness.

God calls us to act iemergencies and to plan for the future. Discerning the movement of the Spirit, we are
looking to the day when we can move forward in greater mission and ministry. In February the Administrative
Council approved the formation of a Building Committee. Toramittee is tasked with formally receiving
information, analyzing space use, planning for our present and future needs, and the financial planning of
whatever design and venture is decided. The challenge [and risk] is to complete the dream begun by our
founding members. They set before the church a long range plan that we are still living into, providing for the
Christian Education and Spiritual Formation of every member of NKUMC. We are making a difference in the
community: more and more we relate to AAaklL-Anon, to people using the Food Pantry and Angel Food
Ministries, and attending Community dinners. We are feeding dgisesp, literally and spiritually! If you have
not been involved we invite you t otabdenake digciplest o f




Please remember the Shopping Card Program when buying gifts

for

20
20

Mother’s

Day and Father’s Day. Also, the end of the school year is
approaching, and you may be needing gifts for teachers and
graduates. In addition to our usual grocery store and coffee

shop cards, we have cards for Barnes and Noble. We can also
get cards for movie theaters, restaurants, and many other stores.

Stop by and see what’s available!

Week 17
09 $2,150
10 S 800

YTD
$25,279
$18,710 ($17,9°0)

MAY LECTIONARY

May 2 ¢ COMMUNION SUNDAY

Text: John 13:31-35, Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148,
Revelation 21:6

Sermon: “A New Vision”

May 9 ¢ FESTIVAL OF THE CHRISTIAN HOME
Text: Revelation 21:1-7, 22:1-2, Acts 16:9-15,
Psalm 67, John 14:23-29

Sermon: “Woman of God”

May 16 ¢ ASCENSION SUNDAY
Text: Acts 16:16-34, Luke 24: 44-53,
Ephesians 1:15-23, Psalm 97
Sermon: “He Blessed Them”

MAY 23 ¢ PENTECOST/CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY

Text: Acts 2:1-21, Romans 8:14-17, Psalm

104:24-34, 35b, John 14:8-17, 25-27

Sermon: “Children of God”

MAY 30 ¢ TRINITY/PEACE WITH JUSTICE
SUNDAY

Text: John 16:12-15, Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31,

Romans 5:1-5, Psalm 8

Sermon: “Wisdom”

May Birthdays

1 David Bailey

2 Mira DiSilvestro
Cameron Lindberg

3 Madison Young

4 Mary Blue Hewitt
David Warburton

5 Julian Galgoczy

8 Abbey Dallas
Samantha Dallas
Gail Carmichael

10 Ruth Sperry

12 Brenda Moyer

14 Hudson Reynolds

17 Lisa Bowe
Meghan Kruger

May Anniversaries
4 Jon and Sharon Eaton

15 Roland and Amy Duhaime
25 Paul and Lori Brunelle
28 Al and Jan Brown
Syd and Diane Gledhill
Kevin and Kathy Koziol

Chet and Cora Thomas

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

19 Charlie Seekell
22 Casey Whitehead
23 Donna Brown
25 Mike Wilberger
26 Charlie Lovell
Sheri Smith
27 Alexandra Lewis
Andrew Martasian
28 Cathy Morrison
29 Nicole Cihat
Erika DeGraphenreid
30 Rebecca Laders
31 Jesse Kuster

Pete Pellegrino and Kim Page

Kevin and Sarah McGovern




MAY 8" @ 7PM

OCEAN STATE CH

Performing in concert at NKUMC

HOI

A free will offering will be taken to benefit Youth Mission

Mission Statement

The Ocean State Childrenoés
music performance and education prograncfoldren and
youth, emphasizing the development of musical skills and understanding. The mission of the choirs is to
provide quality music instruction with the goal of attaining the highest level of artistic excellence in choral
music performance. The dn® endeavor to enrich the lives of children, teens and audiences from all
backgrounds.

Over the past few years, the Oc e an-faBeteddormmugity musidr e
program providing the social and cognitive reward of voaadin) and choral participation to area children.
Beyond the performance choir program, the chorus reaches out to the community through festivals, local chu
and community organizations, and benefit concerts. The choir has also been commissionedrt@pgvior
religious wedding ceremonies and performs annually at Paw Sox games.

Come forapraMot her 6 s Day evening of entertainment as t
youth as they reach out in mission. Refreshments will be served fajjdiaénconcert.

Through the years, music has served in many ways; as a source of inspiration, a means of expressing feeling
that transcend language and generations, an outlet for emotional and physical release, and as a discipline
involving all the areasfo a p e r s dig/hiersbrain, dady, gnd spirit. Musical activities require
concentration and thoughtfsbrting out by the mind, coordination of the fine and gross motor functions of the
body, and an emotional interpretation by the soul.

SUMMER WORSHIP ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES

Children and youth - The May menu is now available
B t of online at angelfood.net
€ a part of our summer Copies are in the Narthex.
worship in a special musical
program. Come p|ay’ sing, The deadline for orde:}ing by cash,
dl bout iot check, or EBT is May 9. The online
and learn a ou scr.lp ure. deadline is May 13,
See Debbie Snow if you

would like to participate. Pick-up is scheduled for May 22™
5 from 7:30 —9:00 AM




FROM WHERE I SIT by Rev. F. Richard Garland

THOUGHTS ON RELIGION

In an article entitled “Working People,” priest and teacher Barbara Brown Taylor writes about those “people
whose jobs make life in my small town work.” She shares the stories of a post office clerk, a worker at a
Laundromat, a school bus driver, an aide for a vet. She wonders where faith is in these stories and why they
matter so much to her, and then quotes Archbishop William Temple who once said, “It is a great mistake to
think that God is chiefly interested in religion.”

| have a love/hate relationship with religion. On the one hand it has given me the way | look at creation and
the divine. It has given me vision and held me accountable. It has given me a sense of hope, a life of faith and
the assurance of love. Above all it has given me an intimate connection to God through a relationship to Jesus
Christ. In the name of religion has come much that makes the spirit soar: compassion and healing, justice and
mercy, art and music, and more. For this | am grateful.

But, on the other hand, religion has burdened me with stifling dogmas and rules. It has worn me down with
the authoritarianism of oppressive systems and judgmental people. In the name of religion abuse, injustice
and atrocity has been done - people have been put down and excluded, and wars have been fought. | can
appreciate the preference of some for spirituality instead of religion.

Our word ‘religion’ comes from words that mean ‘taboo’ or ‘restrain’ and has to do with the service and
adoration of God as expressed in a system of faith and worship through profession of beliefs and through
practices or observances. It also embodies an awareness of a supreme being that arouses reverence, love,
gratitude and the will to obey and serve. | get stuck when all that gets translated by institutions into rules and
laws that stifle the joy and gladness of life. So did Jesus. To the legalists of his day he said: “Woe to you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, and have neglected the weightier
matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the
others. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!” [Matthew 23:23-24]

Biblical faith is rooted in covenant, a pledge of mutual accountability between God and people of faith,
initiated with Abraham and Sarah, confirmed with Moses and the people, made new in Jesus for all time.
There were fits and starts, pledges made then broken, exiles and restorations. Jeremiah expresses God’s
faithfulness beautifully: “This is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the Lord: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall
be my people.” [Jeremiah 31:33] It speaks of a new beginning where rules and laws are transformed into a
way of life rather than remain a lifeless decree. Later the Apostle Paul would recognize it as “a new covenant,
not of letter but of spirit;” knowing that “the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

Sometimes | wonder whether faith and religion is compatible, given the way religion is used for less than
spiritual purposes. That’s why the people who Barbara Brown Taylor describes are so refreshing: a post office
clerk who was like a pastor; a Laundromat worker who was an advocate for the abused; a school bus driver
who loves to learn; a vet’s aide who ministers to the owners - ordinary folks, living their lives and doing their
jobs extraordinarily well, not
because they have to, but because it’s the right way to make life work in their town. Taylor opines: “What may
matter more are the everyday ways we rise to our work, serving one another with gladness and singleness of
heart, so that the life we share goes on working, not for any of us alone but for all of us together.”

6.



Religion, faith, spirituality, whatever one chooses to call it, should, at its best, nurture such an approach to life
and faith - one that reveals a living covenant with God, and gives witness that what God expects has been
written on our hearts, not for any of us alone, but for all of us together.

The RISEM District Committee on Superintendency
Invites everyone to a commemorative worship service
In celebration of
THE MINISTRY OF OUR DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
THE REVEREND GARY L. SHAW
Come Bid Him Farewell
SUNDAY, MAY 23%° AT 3 P.M.
Worship Service with Collation to Follow
East Greenwich United Methodist Church
1558 South County Trail, East Greenwich
*I'n honor of Garyos dieetleope whooake spiriaiallydandcpbysically t 1
hungry in our neighborhoods, a freewill offering will be taken during the worship service to

benefit Project Outreach Rhode Island*A Book of Remembrance will be created and you

are invited to submit letters ofappreciation, stories, memories, and photos by Saturday, Mai
15"t o Gal e gongildedxhewat h t he subject |line AGHry
Slocum Road, Portsmouth, Rl 02871.

Rev. Gary Shaw has been appoied by Bishop Weaver to serve the

Carter Memorial UMC in Needham, MA.

We wish him wel/ i n this new appoint ment
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THANK YOU . .. PAVING THE PARKING LOT

Dear Members of the NKUMC, The Church parking lot will be paved,
Thank you so much for all the prayers, blessings, care saved and painted on May 6" and 7. The
and concern you have shown our family. The many rain dates are May 13" and 14™. If you
cards and gifts you have sent have been beautiful need to come to Church, please park on the
and much appreciated. Our daughter and my Aunt street.

Lori are truly blessed to have the support of such
a wonderful community.
Sincerely,

ShilO, ChUCk, and Olivia Henriques CALLING ALL BOWLERS

Olivia Grace was born on March 28, 2010. Stop by

Put together a team and support South
the Church Office. Pastor Lori would love to show

County’s Habitat for Humanity by bowling on
you Olivia’s picture! Thursday, May 20" at Old Mountain Lanes in
Wakefield. Your team may bowl at either
3:00PM or 5:30PM. Registration and pledge

/-fs\} : forms are available in the Church Narthex and
/ - ){f.:; online at www.southcountyhabitat.org To
e =0 guarantee a lane send your completed

registration form by Friday, May 14" to
schabitat@southcountyhabitat.org or P. O.
Box 68, Shannock, Rl 02875.

CONGRATULATIONS to Carolyn MacGregor, grandmother, and parents Scott and Susan Peters on the birth
of Haylee Crystal Peters! Haylee was born on April 20, 2010.

SOUTH COUNTY NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTERQ §™ Annual 5K Run/Walk will be held on
Saturday, June 5™ Join us at 10:00 AM at the Nursing Center, corner of Oak Hill Road and Route 4 in North
Kingstown. The event will benefit McAuley House. Register on line at www.strands.com or Contact Lisa

Galligan at 294-4545 (4106). The registration fee is $18.00.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 1 All across our nation in churches and public venues, hearts and hands will
be joined together on Thursday, Mdy;, €or the 58' annual National Day of Prayer. The event in North
Kingstownwilltake pl ace at 12: 00 noon at Veteranod6s Par k,
Hal |l . #Al n keepi ngPrayer Fdin SuthmaiTime as &haspadesl ontNareim &7, let us

humble ourselves before the Lord in genuine faith, knowing teasigood. As we call on Him, we can be
confident that He hears our prayers and stands ready to answer. God is our refuge in times of trouble, and, a
Hi s people, we are appointed to pray for owson gen
NDP Task Force) We hope this message wil/| not on
seriously, but that it will also draw believers closer together as they intercede on behalf of our country. For
more information you may visit thealisite atvww.nationaldayofprayer.ordror other Rhode Island Day of
Prayer events, se@awvw.prayri.org
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