
CEREAL NIGHT
JUNE 4, 2010

When Patrick Gannon was 10 years old,
he came up with a simple idea to . . .

Feed the hungry

ONE FAMILY AT A TIME!

Eat cereal for dinner on June 4th. Give what
you save by not cooking a big dinner to your

local food pantry. Donations of non-perishable
food and money are also being collected at all RI
and MA Cardi’s locations for the RI Community

Food Bank on June 5th and 6th.
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450 Boston Neck Road

North Kingstown, Rhode Island 02852
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Website: http://nkumcri.com
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Annual Conference



Piety Mercy

Inward

Outward

Grace Notes by Rev. Lori Eldredge
On Pentecost Sunday we witnessed the confirmation of nine of our youth. Each one stood before the church
and professed faith in Jesus Christ, and they took vows to support the church with their prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness. ‘Witness’ is new to membership vows, added approximately a year ago, and some
of us may wonder exactly what this means. Dr. Charles Yrigoyen, my professor of Doctrine and Polity at Drew,
summed it up as “the nature of our faith and mission of the church, basic to the understanding of Christian
life.” [Acts For Our Time] Our Christian life is thoroughly evangelistic and aims at spiritual maturity. It is just
as thoroughly devoted to changing the social conditions in which we live. “Works of piety” and “works of
mercy”, two wonderful Wesleyan expressions, remind us of Wesley’s wholistic approach to our spiritual
formation as Christians.

Wesley understood that Christians are never exempt from sin in their lives, and therefore need to
understand repentance and their need of God’s forgiveness. To grow in Christian maturity, they (we) realize
the need of God’s sustaining grace. Formation as disciples is both cognitive and affective, merging our study
with experience and tradition. Although it was Wesley who said at Aldersgate his “heart was strangely
warmed”, he would have been quick to point out that while ours is a religion of the heart, it is not dependent
on “feelings.” Even when we may feel absent from the Lord, we may be assured God is always present to us.
I think of Paul’s letter in which he describes spiritual maturation - we cannot feed steak to babies -
individuals mature spiritually, and, the church matures spiritually. The church is called to study scripture, to
reason together, and to participate in experiences that lead to spiritual growth. One of my favorite
experiences was a trip to the Cloisters in New York City to visit an exhibit of medieval tapestries and medicinal
plants. Another trans-forming experience was a trip to England that included many of the great cathedrals.
Not all of our formation as disciples is through reading.
Transformation may come through service, and some by
just being in another’s presence. What wonderful
opportunities we have to reflect on God’s goodness and
mercy given through the ages.

Spiritual formation and maturation are at the heart of
discipleship. May we continue to look for opportunities
to grow as Christ’s disciples.

“Let heart speak to heart,
and let there be an enlargement of the mind.”
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June Lectionary 2010
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June 6 – Communion Sunday
Text: 1 Kings 17: 8-24; Psalm 146; Galatians 1: 11-24; Luke 7: 11-17*
Sermon: The Widow of Nain
June 13
Texts: Micah 6:8; Psalm 5: 1-8; Galatians 2: 15-21; Luke 7: 36 - 8:3*
Sermon: Annointed for God’s Work
June 20 Father’s Day/ Children’s Day
Texts: 1 Kings 19:1-15a; Psalm 42; Galatians 3: 23-29; Luke 8: 26-30
The Sunday School will lead in worship.
June 27
Texts: Galatians 5: 1, 13-25*; Luke 15: 11-32
Sermon: Freedom

*Preaching texts

Summer Church for Children and Youth

Using the theme of the Prodigal Son children and youth are invited to explore
through music and story hog heaven and joy in the

kingdom! Beginning June 27th the children and youth will be
dismissed after Children’s Time to Fellowship Hall to meet with Debbie

Snow for this musical adventure.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES!

Kelly Stevens, daughter of Herb and Christine Stevens, will graduate from North Kingstown High School. She
hopes to attend Quinnipiac in the fall and major in the field of communications. She recently received her GSA
Gold Award (equivalent to the BSA Eagle) and has been named to Second Division All Stars and 3rd All State in
softball. Kelly is the starting pitcher for the NK Skippers.

Matthew Beatty, son of Robert and Lynn Beatty, will graduate from NKHS. Matt has had an awesome season
with the Skippers Volleyball Team.

Ben Lovejoy, son of Cindy Lovejoy, has graduated from CCRI.

Mark Reirden, son of Bruce Reirden, has graduated from UNH.

If we missed a special graduation in your family, please contact the church office so we can put it in our July
newsletter.

4.
ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES

The June menu is now available
online at angelfood.net

Copies are in the Narthex.

The deadline for ordering by cash,

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

June Birthdays
3 Joshua Johnen 23 Jen Morrisette

10 Charlie Dwane Beth Riccio
James Smith Ryan Wilson



DON’T FORGET!
BLOOD DRIVE

THURSDAY, JUNE 3rd
3:00 – 7:00PM

Thank you to all who purchase shopping cards. This is an excellent way to
support our church. NKUMC receives a small percentage from the sale of
each shopping card, and those numbers add up! This month, with summer
coming up very soon, I would like to highlight the cards for books and music.
We have (or can get for the following Sunday) cards from Amazon.com, B.
Dalton, Barnes and Noble, Best Buy, Borders, and iTunes. Please think about
our shopping card program when you shop!

If you would prefer to receive the newsletter by e-mail, please notify Cindy at 294-9293 or
e-mail church@nkumc.necoxmail.com
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SAVE THE DATES

August 8th – 14: Youth Mission Trip
October 12th: Harvest Fair
October 22nd – 24th: Women’s Retreat



MEET OUR CONFIRMANDS

Our 2010 Confirmation Class taught by Nina Dunne and Lisa Bowie includes these wonderful
young people:

Carson A. Dallas, or Carly, is the daughter of Jeff and Lisa Dallas. Carly is 13 and sister to
Matthew, Andrew, Abby, Sami, Grace and Safiatu. Carly is active in 4H. She loves soccer and
cooking.

Safiatu B. Dallas is the daughter of Jeff and Lisa Dallas and of Wuri-daddi and Ali Bah in Sierra
Leone, and sister to Konku and Wurri-daddi. She loves to paint, draw and read. Safiatu is 14
and has been in the United States for about 2 1/2 years. She recently was formally adopted by
the Dallas family. Her life demonstrates what can be accomplished when peoples of diverse
religions work together for the glory of God. Children’s lives are saved.

Marina Rose DerManouelian will be 14 in June, is the daughter of Mark and Eve
DerManouelian, and the granddaughter of Oscar and Mary. Marina is quite shy. She loves to
read but has been known to play her flute at church.

Adriana M. DiSilvestro is 14 and is the daughter of Paul and Julie DiSilvestro. Adrianna enjoys
swimming, and is sister to Lucas and Mira.

Jesse M. Fischer is the son of Cynthia Zerquera and Thomas Fischer. Jesse is 12 and has a
brother and sister living in Massachusetts. Jesse loves team sports, especially basketball, and
going to the movies with “Mum”. He plays alto sax, recorder, African drum, and some piano
and trombone. He also sings in the school chorus.

Katie L. Hostetler is the daughter of Bob and Donna Hostetler. Katie is 12 and has one younger
brother, Robert.

Zachary Daniel Lynch is the son of Danny and Joni Lynch. Zachary, 12, is an only child but
keeps his parents very busy. He enjoys scouting and sports. He especially likes football.

Graham Pelligrino, 12, is the son of Pete Pellegrino and Kim Page. Graham is involved in
scouting, and has a gift for debate although he says he does “not want to be a politician”.
Graham plays soccer in team sports.

Brett T. Stevens, 14, is the son of Herb and Christine Stevens. Brett is involved in scouting. He
loves snowboarding! He plays golf, skis, and has played baseball and basketball.
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FROM WHERE I SIT by Rev. F. Richard Garland

A REMEMBRANCE OF AUSTIN C. LOVELACE

When word came last April of the death of organist and composer Austin C.
Lovelace, it brought back for me a host of memories. My first encounter with him was in Morning Chapel,
where we learned that the prelude and the postlude were as much a part of our worship as was everything in
between, and were not to be missed. Often we would slip into the rear pews of the Chapel to listen as he
practiced. He drew from the organ a story of faith told by the great masters of music from many generations
and a wide genre of experiences. As we heard and sang his compositions we soon realized that he was fast
becoming one those masters.

There was an exuberance about his approach to playing that was infectious with joy and delight. Singing in his
choir was part challenge, part education, and always an opportunity to witness to our faith. I remember
singing his “Job of Uz,” a challenging, probing anthem that plumbed the depths of a difficult Biblical story. The
highlight of our time together was the year the Seminary Choir, which was mostly men in those days, joined
with the Women’s Chorus of the Nursing School at Evanston Hospital to sing Mendelssohn’s Oratorio, “Elijah.”
To this day the Chorus “He, Watching Over Israel” stirs me deeply.

His course on “Church Music and Christian Education” was one of the first in my seminary education at what
was then known as Garrett Biblical Institute on the campus of Northwestern University. He taught us that
music can say the unexpressible mystery with its own language of melody, rhythm, harmony, timbre and form;
that music is a creative affair, that singing is a form of re-creation, and that music itself is always being re-
created. He taught us that music can instruct and admonish, can witness to faith, can create fellowship and
unity. He worried, even then, that music was becoming “background” with people in the pews becoming less
involved in it. One of our class assignments was to write a hymn for kindergarten age children. For me he
planted a seed that would one day grow into a ministry of hymn writing.

One his exercises left an indelible mark on me. Dr. Lovelace insisted that each of us buy our own copy of The
Methodist Hymnal. It was the 1939 edition affectionately known as “The Blue Hymnal.” He then proceeded
with an annotation of each of the 644 hymns. His assessments ranged from ‘excellent,’ to ‘good,’ to ‘useable,’
to ‘yes,’ to ‘no,’ to ‘never,’ and even ‘popular’ songs were not spared. Suggestions for alternate tunes and
when to use hymns were offered. Accustomed as we were to the preferences of the churches and pastors
who raised us, it was a daunting experience.

I remember one class in particular. Several of the hymns on which I had been nurtured fell under his analytical
eye. I was being forced to reexamine the very roots of my faith. At one point, after his critique, I muttered
under my breath: “Well, there goes another hymn!” The room grew quiet, and I realized that it wasn't quite as
“under my breath” as I had thought. I could have crawled under the desk. To my great relief, Dr. Lovelace
chose to use the incident as a teaching moment, one that still shapes me.

He explained that there is a theology in every hymn text and that what we sing is more likely to be
remembered. It was clear that he had little patience with shallow and one dimensional theology. He insisted
that, especially in the choice of hymns, we were obligated to teach the whole gospel. In like manner, he
believed that we were obligated to use excellent and shun trite music. He explained that some tunes are more
singable than others. He pointed out that wide note ranges in a tune were hard, if not impossible, for some
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S NEWS

In our May meeting, UMW members learned a lot about Habitat for Humanity from Ellen Jacke. Ellen shared with
us many ways we can serve others by working with Habitat. We also put together 53 Birthing Kits with supplies
donated by our congregation. They will be mailed to Dorcas Kamanda so that she can take them with her to Sierra
Leone at the end of May. Birthing Kits keep mothers and babies healthy during birth.
If you have never attended a UMW meeting, please consider joining us at our next meeting on Saturday, June 19th

from 9:30 - 11:30AM. All are open meetings every third Saturday of the month. Our two hours together include
brunch, fellowship, meditation, business meeting and a program. This is a good way for the women of NKUMC to
become friends, not just pew friends. We have found comfort, support and renewed energy by meeting monthly.
We are a cross generational group of women, from 15 to 80 years old! All women who attend our Church are
members of UMW. We would love to for you to join us!
In Christian Sisterhood,
Nina Dunne and Paula Wilberger

The UMW is offering a book study for the women of the church.
Come learn more about the lives of women in the Bible.

The Tuesday Book Study will continue to meet throughout the summer from 3:30 – 5:00 at the NKUMC. We
are beginning the book, Just Wives? Stories of Power and Survival in the Old Testament and Today, by
Katharine Doob Sakenfeld. If you wish to join, purchase the book and begin to read the first two chapters: the
story of Sarah and Hagar and the story of Naomi and Ruth.

This book allows a real Bible study as we look into ancient Hebrew traditions/laws that affected
the position of women in the family and community structure. These 5,000 year old ideas are still
evident in the lives of twenty-first century women as they are confronted with the challenges of
power and survival.

Find in the story of Sarah and Hagar the pain of not being able to have a child; the helpless feeling of not being
in control of your life; the difficulties of blended families; the question of how to love a step-child when you
also have your own. Read about the loyalty of Naomi’s widowed daughter-in-law who chose the culture of her
dead husband’s family over her own. Was this survival, religious conversion or both? And what was a young
woman doing lying on the threshing floor by the feet of a strange man?? The answers can be found through
the study, research, questions and conversations with women in this book group.

Have questions? Call Nina Dunne or Paula Wilberger

2010 – 2011 UMW Officers
President Diana Warburton
Vice-President Nina Dunne
Treasurer Cathy Morrison
Secretary Jan Brown
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The United Methodist Women’s Lending Library

Presently, the UMW has taken on a mission to help educate children in Afghanistan.
After reading Greg Mortenson’s books: Three Cups of Tea and Stones into Schools , we
felt challenged to raise money that would be added to the thousands of dollars being
donated to help build schools in some of the outmost parts of central Asia.

In schools built by the non-profit Central Asia Institute, $1.00 will pay to educate one child
for one month. The cost to borrow a book from the UMW bookcase is $1.00.
The UMW bookcase is presently in the narthex. For $1.00, you will enjoy reading a book recommended by
your Christian sisters and enjoy knowing that a school age Afghan child will be educated for a month. Now
that’s a lot of joy.

Greg Mortenson, the co-founder and Executive Director of nonprofit Central Asia Institute, told Admiral Mike
Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 2008 about "children studying in classrooms set up in animal
sheds, windowless basements, garages, and even an abandoned public toilet. We ourselves have run schools
out of refugee tents, shipping containers, and the shells of bombed-out Soviet armored personnel carriers.
The thirst for education over there is limitless. The Afghans want their children to go to school because literacy
represents what neither we nor anyone else has so far managed to offer them: hope, progress, and the
possibility of controlling their own destiny." (Google: Greg Mortenson for more info)

From the Church Mouse

Spring has brought a flurry of activity with a yard sale (earning $1200) , Pentecost Sunday with
confirmation, and Potter-Rathburn in and out of the building taking measurements and the organ. Yes, June
1st begins the removal process for the long awaited restoration. Thank you to our anonymous donor!

Posters are up for the Harvest Festival and a late summer yard sale. There will also be information about
Women’s Retreat at Aldersgate, October 22-24th, following Laity Sunday, October 17th.

What happened to summer? You will notice some changes in the sanctuary as we prepare for summer
worship. We will celebrate a special event on the 13th of June (it’s a surprise), and Father’s Day and Children’s
Program on June 22nd. Debbie Snow is preparing a special music program with the children and youth in
fellowship hall this summer, and the youth are actively planning their mission trip to Maine (August 8-13). If
you are interested in participating in the mission trip, please return your registration form with a $50 deposit
no later than July 4th. Registration forms are in the Narthex.

If all this seems too much…. come, relax and enjoy our church gardens. The property is looking wonderful and
a perfect place to meditate on the abundance of God’s blessings we have been given.
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Can You find yourself in one of these images?
NKUMC is promoting talented singers, instrumentalists,

dancers and arts advocates in general,
to assist for one Sunday during summer worship.

Please contact Paul M. Mancini, Sr., our Music Ministry Coordinator ASAP, We will try to keep it simple; however, if
your technical skills warrant serious exposure, that can be featured also.

.

NKUMC has a wealth of talent sitting in the pews on Sunday.
We’d like to have you share that talent with us as part of our
worship music outreach. Accompanying hymns, singing a
special song, doing a liturgical dance, offering a special prayer
poem are all possibilities. With the organ out for repairs, the
opportunity to expand the music ministry here at NKUMC is open
for growth. Starting on Sunday—June 27 to September 5th, if
you would consider sharing your talent one Sunday, you can
assist at one or both services.
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Wanted
Summer Musicians
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